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BUSES DEPLOYED e | 
FOR HEALTH WORKERS ' 
METRO / A8 


STRANDED Nurses who need to report for 
work at a San Juan City hospital on Wednes- 
day wait at an intersection in Pasay City, one 
of them flashing a sign appealing for a free 
ride. The government’s suspension of public 
transportation as part of the quarantine of 
the entire island of Luzon has posed added 
burdens for health workers amid the rise in 
coronavirus cases in the country. 

—RICHARD A. REYES 


PHILIPPINE DAILY 


INQUIRER 


FOR CARGO SET 
AMID COMPLAINTS , 


PH CORONAVIRUS CASES 


PASS 200; 3 MORE DIE 


COVID-19 


By Jovic Yee 
@jovicyeeINOQ 


The Department of Health 
(DOH) reported on Wednesday 
that the number of confirmed 


ippines has surpassed 200 and 
that three more patients have 
died, bringing the local death 
toll to 17. 

It said that as of noon on 
Wednesday, the total number 
of confirmed cases was 202, 
with 15 new cases. 

The three fatalities, all of 
whom died on Tuesday, had 
underlying ailments, the agen- 


Patient 201, a 58-year-old 
man from Lanao del Sur, died of 
acute respiratory distress syn- 
drome. A diabetic, he traveled 
to Malaysia before he fell ill and 
was admitted to Amai Pakpak 
Medical Center on March 10. 

He was already dead when 
the results of his test came out, 
confirming he had contract- 
ed SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 


The DOH said Patient 57, 
a 65-year-old man from Pasig 
City, also died of acute respi- 
ratory distress syndrome. He 
was diabetic and hypertensive, 
and traveled to London before 
falling ill and getting confined 
at The Medical City. Three days 
after admission, he turned out 
positive for the coronavirus. 

Patient 160, a 86-year-old 


of septic shock and pneumonia. 
She neither traveled abroad nor 
had been in contact with a con- 
firmed coronavirus case. 

The DOH noted, however, 
that she had multiple underly- 
ing ailments like chronic kidney 
disease, ischemic heart disease 
and peripheral arterial occlu- 
sive disease. 

Her test results came back 


day before she died. 

Also on Wednesday, the 
DOH said that though it had 
already seen a connection in 
some of the confirmed corona- 
virus cases in the country, it re- 
mained unknown how the ma- 
jority of the patients had fallen 
ill, indicating that there was 
indeed a sustained community 
transmission of the virus. 


coronavirus cases in the Phil- cy said. 


causes COVID-19. 


woman from San Juan City, died 


positive for the coronavirus a 


According to Health A2 


Flight ban eased 
during quarantine 


The government has allowed Filipinos and for- 
eigners to fly out of the Philippines any time dur- 
ing a 30-day “enhanced” community quarantine 
imposed on Luzon, lifting the 72-hour period giv- 
en them to take their flights. Restrictions, includ- 
ing outright bans and mandatory quarantines, 
will remain for travelers coming from Iran, Italy, 


China, Hong Kong, Macau and parts of South M4 


Korea. —STORY BY THE INQUIRER STAFF 
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Lockdown: Food aid, 
supplies readied 


Local governments have started pooling resources to 
assist residents, especially those whose employment 
and livelihood will be disrupted, as they are confined 
to their communities to contain the spread of the 
coronavirus. In Rizal, the Cainta municipal govern- 
ment is providing residents with cooked meals, soap 
bars and alcohol, while Sorsogon province is giv- 
ing villagers fresh fish during the Luzon-wide Br 
quarantine. —STORY BY THE INQUIRER BUREAUS A5 
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‘Extreme measures 
for 2 QC villages 


Two Quezon City villages with three confirmed cas- 
es each of the new coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
will be placed under “extreme enhanced commu- 
nity quarantine” starting 6 a.m. Thursday. Check- 
points will be set up in Barangays Tandang Sora and 
Kalusugan to bar the exit and entry of people into 
“hot zones,” or households with confirmed cases. 


Food will be delivered to these households by Ag 


the city government. —STORY BY MARIEJOS.RAMOS 


Local financial 
markets reopen 


The Philippines resumed bond and foreign ex- 
change trading on Wednesday and is poised to 
reopen the stock exchange on Thursday as the 
government agreed to exempt financial mar- 
kets from the monthlong Luzon-wide lockdown. 
But they must still comply with the prohibition 
on mass gatherings as a way to combat the new 
coronavirus disease. —sTorY BY DORIS DUM- S 
LAO-ABADILLA Bi 
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Goin’ bananas over cures? 
DU30 DECLARES CEASEFIRE Health exec debunks claim 
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Don’t go bananas over this one. 

Banana is nutritious and you may eat it if 
you wish. But don’t expect it to prevent you 
from contracting the novel coronavirus, ac- 
cording to Health Undersecretary Maria Rosa- 
rio Vergeire. 

Claims being spread on social media tout 
the power of banana against the virus, but Ver- 
geire said there was no hard evidence or 7™ 
scientific studies to back these up. A4 


